
Critical to a first-class journal is the paper review process,
and specifically the reviewers. Therefore, I thought that it
would be appropriate to publicly thank all of our reviewers
for their dedicated effort on behalf of our journal, Optical
Engineering. There are twolevels to this thank you. The first
is from me as Editor. Without the willingness of our col-
leagues to act as reviewers, my task as your Editor would be
impossible. During April and May alone, I solicited 152
colleagues from around the world to act as reviewers.
Relatively few of these potential reviewers will turn me
down flat if our historical statistics persist. There are, of
course, a number of very good reasons why a reviewer
cannot carry out the review—traveling for several weeks,
illness, in a hospital recuperating, on special assignment, on
jury duty, etc. Sometimes I have sent a paper to a reviewer
and the topic is outside his or her immediate area of exper-
tise. In many cases, the reviewer that I have solicited will
suggest one or two names of people who could be asked to
take on the assignment. So reviewers, your Editor certainly
thanks you all.

An even more important thank you comes from the au-
thors themselves. They overwhelmingly appreciate the con-
tribution of the reviewers in improving the presentation of
their work. Here are just a few quotes from recent mail:

The authors appreciate the helpfrom the review-
ers whose comments greatly improved the paper.

I am grateful to the reviewersfor their critical
reading of the manuscript.

The reviewers made a number of helpful sugges-
tions and corrections for which I am grateful. I
modified the manuscript accordingly and these
modifications are detailed below.

I would like to compliment you on your work as
the Editor of Optical Engineering. Among the eight
dfferent journals in which my research has been
published, Optical Engineering is the best in
obtaining quality reviews in a timelyfashion. Your
fine job is highly appreciated.

Editorial

Thankyoufor having mypaper refereed. Ireadily
agree that the manuscript was written in a hurry and
that it needs to be improved. I have introduced
important changes and I should like to submit this
new version for publication. . . . I did my best to
follow the suggestions ofthe referees andplease let
me thank both ofthemfor their contribution.

I assure the readers that this is not a biased sample of the
correspondence I received. On a couple of occasions, the
authors have had some concern about possible bias in the
reviews. I see no evidence of that, and a third reviewer is
always used to resolve differences of opinion between the
original reviewers. I have no doubt that on occasion we will
reject a paper that should perhaps be published . . . butmaybe
not. In any event, that is a price we willingly pay for the
integrity of the review process. So I pass on the very genuine
thanks of our authors to our reviewers.

A Question of Probability
During the month of May, 27 papers were submitted to
Optical Engineering—t hatnumberdoes notinclude, of course,
papers for special sections. There were 25 days in the month
when mail could be delivered to my office. On one of those
days I received 9 papers (!), living proof of the validity of the
outer reaches of the probability distribution curve!

Brian J. Thompson
Editor
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South Hill, Chislehurst
Kent BR7 SEll, United Kingdom
+44 81 467 2636 • +44 81 467 6515 FAX
R. J. Parker
Rolls Royce plc
P.O. Box 31
Derby DE2 8BJ, United Kingdom

September 1992
Wavelet Transform
Harold H. Szu
U.S. Navy
Naval Surface Warfare Center, Code R44
10901 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20903-5000
301/394-3097 • 301/394-3923 FAX

October 1992
Acousto.Optics
Ting-Chung Poon
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and

State University
Bradley Department of Electrical Engineering
Optical Image Processing Laboratory
Blacksburg, VA 24061
7031231-4876 • 7031231-3362 FAX

November 1992
Relay Mirror Experiment
Paul W. Kervin
Phillips Laboratory
535 Lipoa Parkway, Suite 200
Kihei, HI 96753
808/874-1542 • 808/874-1640 FAX

December 1992
Automatic Target Recognition
Firooz Sadjadi
Systems and Research Center
Honeywell Inc.
3660 Technology Drive
Minneapolis, MN 55418
6121782-7543 • 6121782-7438 FAX

January 1993
Optical Research in Asia
Chung J. Kuo
National Chung Cheng University
Department of Electrical Engineering
Chiayi, Taiwan 62107
886-5-272-0411, ext. 6210 • 886-5-272-0862 FAX
Toshimitsu Asakura
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Research Institute of Applied Electricity
Sapporo, 060 Japan
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Yong 11. Lee
KAIST Department of Physics
Yusung-Ku, Taejon, Korea
82-42-829-2536 . 82-42-861-1458 FAX
Run W. Wang
Shanghai Institute of Optics and Fine Mechanics
P.O. Box 800-211
Shanghai, 201800 China

February 1993
Biomedical Optics
Abraham Katzir
Tel Aviv University
School of Physics
69978 Tel Aviv, Israel
011-972-3-421648 ' 011-972-3-415850 FAX

March 1993
Optical Fiber Reliability II
Hakan H. Yuce
Bellcore
445 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07962
201/829-4945 • 201/267-9753 FAX
Charles R. Kurkjian
AT&T Bell Laboratories
600 Mountain Avenue
Murray Hill, NJ 07960-1910
908/582-2378 • 908/582-2783FAX

April1993

Emerging Optoelectronic Technologies
Vijai K. Tripathi
Oregon State Univeristy
Dept. of Electrical andComputer Eng.
ECE Building 220

Corvallis, Oregon 9733 1-3211
5031737-3617 • 503/737-1300 FAX
Manuscripts due Sep. 1, 1992

May 1993
Phase Contrast Microscopy
Maksymilian Pluta
Institute of Applied Optics
ul. Kamionkowska 18

03-805Warszawa, Poland
4822 184405or4822 184497
4822133265 FAX

Manuscriptsdue Oct. 1, 1992.

June 1993
From Numerical to Symbolic Image Processing:
Systems & Applications
G. Vernazza
Dipartimento di Ingegneria Biofisica ed Elettronica
Universita degli Studi di Genova
ViaOperaPia, ila
16145 Genova, Italy
+3910353-2755 • +3910353-2777FAX

Manuscriptsdue Oct. 15, 1992.

July 1993
Visual Communication and Image
Processing IV
Cheng-Tie Chen
Bellcore
445 South St.
Morristown, NJ 07962
201/829-5151 • 201/829-5884 FAX

Hsueh-Ming Hang
Center for Telecommunication Research
National Chiao-Tung University
Hsinchu, Taiwan

÷886/35-712121 x3298 . +886/35-723283 FAX
Kou-Hu Tzou
COMSAT Labs.

22300Comsat Drive
Clarksburg, MD 20871
301/428-4663 • 301/428-7747 FAX

Manuscripts due Dec. 1, 1992.

August 1993

Electro.Optical Flight Systems
Amar Choudiy
Science and Technology Corporation
101 Research Drive
Hampton, VA 23666
804/865-1894
Manuscripts due Jan. 1, 1993.

September 1993
Optical Science and Engineering in Canada
C.P. Grover
National Research Council
Institute for National Measurement Standards
Ottawa, Canada K1A 0R6
613/993-2098 • 613/952-1394FAX

Manuscriptsdue Feb. 1, 1993.

October 1993

Microlithography
James R. Sheats
Hewlett-Packard Company
2500 Deer Creek Road
Palo Alto, CA 94304-1392
415/857-5987 • 415/857-6241 FAX
Manuscripts due March 1, 1993.

November 1993

Acquisition, Tracking, and Pointing
Mohammed A. Karim
University of Dayton
Center for Electro-Optics
300 College Park
Dayton, Ohio 45469-0227
513/229-2241 • 513/229-3433

Manuscripts due April 1, 1993.

December 1993

Magnetospheric Imagery and
Atmospheric Remote Sensing
Supriya Chakrabarti
University of California
Earth and Planetary Atmospheres Group
Space Sciences Lab
Berkeley, CA 94720
510/642-3524 • 510/643-7629 FAX

Manuscripts due May 1, 1993.

January 1994
Infrared Technology
Marija S. Scholl
Jet Propulsion Laboratory
California Institute of Technology
4800 Oak Grove Drive

Pasadena, CA 9 1009-8099
818/354-2313 818/393-6105 FAX

Manuscriptsdue June 1, 1993.

February 1994
Optical Interconnects and Packaging
Sing Lee
University of California/San Diego
E&CE Department
La Jolla, CA 92093-0407
619/534-2413 • 619/534-1225 FAX

Manuscriptsdue July 1, 1993.
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